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|the Torkifca ration io s\ fmoond Eon basin m tsoal is 

ooncern&cU She coal fron thin region le eent to all tfc© i7ic;uot?rS.®« is. 

tfco T7SSB, Xbploitstion began iu 3.9550 * and oc&l ussd to fro transported by 
river until X94S* vbsa the railroad w&b oanplotcd* VoriMS&a coal ie p^sotlonlXy 
jmro anthracite* and the raliso® are not deep* #h<m X was thw © they kept tfc© 
milro&d opes MX ycnr; even in the winter they would run 15 to a) trains daily 
Voxteta to Pechora* each train with l e KK> to 2,000*- toss of eoeCU J heard ; 
froa a priconer who used to work thara that even this etaovnt of coot vaanot 
MX Torfcata produced* Sfcoy had a ros^lus which they could not chip* £h© pris- 
oner ectijaated that tfeara vac our^h coal in VorJoita to grpply all of S&iaoia 
for the next 100 or 150 yea?/©* 
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Itfr® riist^o voto vo il taschanistod* SbSUr 

ie not flmiprisirg If one oonridora that all *f-v.«-2a*nt pxodnsoft in moola vac . 
at the call of tho labor c^rjps c which gob fir&t choice of everything* 
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Xa 1940 they discovered a novr territory in &talar, 7 ya t about ?0 ka froa Vorkuta 
»hieh i* even aoro iaqaortant than Vorkuta dh« railr oad to Xfeaimrve a&fl 
start ed in the spring ©f 194 & hut it ;.ot fluiohodl 

|i R X 947 e At Sholnaryo tha wither v*o terrible and the grocmd was nlX 
tundra* People c&aaot etaad HI 
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I 1 9\% Khnlmaryo tho cor! io Mined, on thy ziurfaco and is ao 

good no Vorkuta cor.l# Alco, t^era in coni at Xhoaoroy and In 1941 there 
a plan to build a railroad from thora tx> Khobarav. A vetorinarinu,. 
a froa nun, 'cold no tliat construction of thin roM wao ofcoppcd in the 
frlntor of 1941-43,, I ~ 
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i?horo b-ao a taina *.t Hoshim* HO ho from Sbslrra on the Fooliorc.-7orlw.tn 
rallrowie And over/ yo» geologists unod to bo sent Into the tfralc„ 
starting from Abex* to prospect for new fields* Thera would ho 10 to 
16 goologlobe. , but thrsy nov or hod enough equipment mid auppllon to got 
much rruuitc | they found oil mul radium ulomr tho IvIksa 

river* 

frechorr^Voffoitn B allad 


The distance fro m Kozhvc., on the Pochora river, to Vorkuta io 486 km* 

fc fcg type Of lococioUvnri* but the freight cura are either 
of box or telf-ca* typo and aro jsontly four-axle* Them arc a few two- 
a.\*lo earn* ‘Bio number of train* daily varied from four to 16 t depending 
on the vcothor. Bridges, repair nhopo, locomotive depots, watur tower c r , 
and other building arc almost completely otandurdized in construction 
and capacity* The building are nearly all vioodan. The bridgon aro ?11 
wr,£?0 J>f reinfor ced concrnta,. The viator supply nil along the way is froti 
gravity vanjca* I 1 tfhene are Jinntod internally * bocaune they 

aro not insulated* They run n miooengar train evory other day. 


! The railroad otaticn on the Fachorn river io at JCoshva, a town of two 

• thoueiLcl. On the third Ion there is a railroad bridge, reinforced con- 

crete, oetween 1 0 OOC cud l ft 200 niters Long* and high enough for bargeo 
j to peso under* On the eighth km there ic c wooden railroad station 

I ccJ-led Pechora. Xt haa pacoenger waiting a ccomrddjitio no, a locomotive 

. dopot r and repair ehopn, probably for minor repair work only. Pechora 

h£sO ceven or eight station tracks which are frequently Loaded to capacity 

I | vlth coal tmina t'oing south* On tha 65th km the railroad creases the 

river Sinyu on a reinforced concrete bridga about 300 m long. Boforo 
| aj.pro.-ichiug the bridge, ►hero io n snail station called Kaoio^oy, with 

no iu cilitloG of any kind. ■ On the 110th lea there i<j a larger ntation, 
Kc&-fu. It hue o locomotive depot* water supply, a number of barracks 
for w&ployoeft and priaonoro, but no repair facilities* One mile beyond, 
tuis station a bridge SW to 600 n long crooeeo tho river Kas-Yu* On 
tho 142nd km there Id another bridge from 400 to SCOialong over the rivnr 
Koahiru On tho 145th km there io a ntation, Xoghim, which io of medium 
aizc and hnn five nidingn and h water fluppLy. 

| On tho 166th km there in a 200 to 250 Ho ter bridge ovor the rlvor Chernaya. 

On the 190th km there 3e n mediuai-nized station called Inta, which has a 
water supply, Pron Into there In a npur of 15 km northwent to a coal 
raining village called Intlng* On the 191at kw the ruilrond croanan tho 
river Intot v^hich is approxinotoly 350 n v;idec On the 232nd km there 1 b 
a large station. Kochraeo, with a largo locomotive dopot for five to nix 
locomotives, it also has a water supply nad repair nhopc* Thore are nix 
or reven nidi ngo in front of tho ntation. The locsomotive deoct itnelf ic 
about one km south of the station* 
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At the 240th tan the ro in a small nt&tioa, Ashpez# which has water 
cupj Uy* On the 242nd km there i* a hr idge about 300 ss long over the 
river Kochmes# On the 280th km there is c. bridge approxiiwtely 000 
si long over the river Ua a. On the 200th tea there is a email station* 

Abez, which Is not important to the railroad* bat ie the administrative 
center for concentration aocps of tho aron* On the 346th ten a large 
atation, Sivaya Haoka* hao a locomotive depot and email repair chop** 

They are about one km couth of the station* The water supply is di^ ta » 

: ectly at the station* which ban sir or seven sidings* At the 424th ka 
is Khanovy* which has only a water supply and four or five elding*. The 
last station is Vorkuta# at tbe43§kh km* | ~| 

| | it has largo locomotive depots and big repair shops* 


formerly they used this spur lino to chip coal to TJut-Vorkuta* whore the 
coal was put on barges and shipped down the Uea river to the Pechora 
river. But thio spur line io not important now# 3ince the Pechora^ 
Vor>ita railroad wan completed in. 1943 most coal movements are by train* 


Every train has two locomotives and they go very fast* 50 or 60 ka per 
hour. The poooengor trains are especially fast. They take only 22 hours 
for the 486 km* Tho trains run through oil kinds of weather® There are 
many fogs and heavy ntorms, but the engineers just take an extra drink 
of vodka .and go through# 


Tho traffic southbound consisted entirely *»f Vorkuta coal* Iforthbound 
traffic ie approximately 60$ empties and tha bc3.ojice is lumber* provisions 
for inhabitants and prisoners* and prisoners themselves. The prisoners 
are carried in converted box cars* 72 persons to a four-axle car and 36 
to a two-axle cor* They have community bunko and a stove in the middle.. 
The care look like a hastily converted Job. Some of these prisoners are 
brought from the ^ar East* which takes as long as two months* Every day 
1,000 or 1,200 pr-ooners would arrive. Generally tha number of sidings at 
tho stations is much more than they ordinarily need* This Is because they 
need & reserve for trains whioh must await favorable weather to proceed* 


Tho rails themselves arc approximately four inches tall* probably the 
1 1- A or I It- A typo^y The switches are of what Is known as the American 
type. Tho ballast is a mixture of gravel and sand* The ties are soaked 
from the top with petroleum residue, ^probably either final or pre-final 

residue^/ 


It is a wide gauge track* and when they receive locomotives fro® Germany, 
a* they did in the Inst two yearn, they changed the locomotive* to the wider 
track* . 
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They uioro lorg® obopa and mil oqdippedi j The shop In rochoraj omployod 
about 600 to 600 people and tno other ones wcra only slightly; ssjallorr 


Botr/reen Koshva .and Vorkuta thJ tu!ridre!. t«lvery bodfor r?,ilro,ik construction. 
Tbo rollon is cwruopy and becomes irapfcaaablfr during warm port oils . In ISM*, r.nd 
1943 wo had MXiy accidento, oopeciillyvoa the big curves* In! 1544 they began 
to liquid.- to theae n S rt ourvotu; j 


At fir at lino primary do sire of 
at the OKoensa of good engineer 
chiefly iron and cement end cthi 
oound roadbed- msnerouo curvet 
1944 end 1946 Materials wore r[ 
of piles acroGS mnrahy ground 
the railroad r;us consider oh pc 
of ',*aya of CoxmunioaticmG • 


theauthorltio* vvas to complete the, railroad 
ing. Bdoauflo of leak of adequate material# 
ier! 'e^uipwjont. it was imnoGiibio to build * 
wire. built to go around marahy ground- In 

t coirod ; which «'da possible tho | construction 
n<l the el'ijjtiinatJ on of aony curves. In 19-1/ 
•footed and it was transferred to the /.inis try 


[— — 1 — — 1 

The iteel and cement were brou'dit in fromi ths Interior of Ruaaia, r\t Civet 
by rivor burgoo and later by tuo railroad. Moot of the wood ohrae from the 
camp ul to- It wna processed at! a large mill on tho Pechora riror* The * 
head of thin mill was rosponsibllo to the camp co.-rcoandor* | 




Gravel nas tnkun out of glacial 


for thu olloo along tho roadbedl 
at 145, 222, imd 285 fcmn. Tho 
out of a place 15 tas southcaotl 


eurfaoo deposits of gravol uadis tone. It 


kq o taken out by train on tempbraty spur ; linos, and ucsd as supporting material 

a j-i. . i i . » i.t n i rm_ _ t ..am* !***)•*.' 


Tho main gravol deposits used woro located 
ptone for .construction of the bridges war to tan 
of fvorhlm ! railroad station. Tills camp vms 
liquidated nffcor completion of jfcho; bridgos* They are now getting utone biir.veen 
45 and 60 tans, at a lurgo apodal porm*nonfc ccap. i 


Actually tho road was complctod|in 1943 and used, but not under tho ^inietry 
of Communications* In tho winter of 1944, land 1945, non ocnstructio i wno 
bogun from Khdmaryu to Vor kuta l In'tho Sp ring of 1944 they had started 
tho improvement of tho road | | »«* the elimination of .ourvooc 
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I They hava speoial orew* thr-t remora sue*-; in rri-.itcr miS and 

maintain the railroad during the yocr* The so brigi'.dos lira along tive ri 
in suiall riampo, ~ \ [ 


railroad 


Thoro vitiro tr/a guards on every bridge, and tboy hud special jto: check 

your papers ovory 50 lea on the train, Thio in rectrictod i write *rji hnd only 
tho worleoro who belong hero can pass. If concbody from iioacoc t wanted tc go 
through he had to p;ot permission, •! 
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Thor© are two main bridges, tha tloatruofcicn of which would pub thifj !whol<s 
northern rogion out of action,. On© in tho bridge ovor thu i^ochoru ‘fiver* 
nfrrofc two Ion from Korirnu It is about 1,200 » IffiVjRml i« unod only icy tho 
railroad; there is no road* In the winter tho road runo ovor tho *!<b, and in 
btio uuaraer they u so forrUs, There is another important bridge* (wc? tho 
river Usa, about ?(X) to GOOalocg and cif;ht:^rrid«?o It hoc ono r ail r bad tr*ck 
and room on each aid© for people on foot, Peoplo raise Ivtvo pcrAiiuaioh to 
walk ncroisii thie bridgo, j 



| tho 1501ct Cionstruotiou Company men uood to telle about working }bn a 

railroad that ran 000 bn from Kaishcr to hormr.olaSc* In 19£d nan/jWorkora 
frc3i tho Pechora camp were cent to this now construction,. They took along too 
votorinariano to chook up on the condition of horcos thoro, and thdie vetori- 
mu* lima returned tmd told wu about It* I 



i 

iiofere tho war they planned to build a railroad from Vorkuta to Vugunha, but 
1 don't know too much about it* Imder tho nov/ Fito Year ?lmi they :qr o talking 
about doublc-tracldng the rallroed all oho way from Vorlcutn to J'oV.iaa 
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They are ail dairy Tarns and tho principal products am butter and meat, which 

arc cent to the cities* Eight, ten aouthv/ost from Hedve-hka., along the west bmilc n 

in a large 'dairy farm called Slcodrovachir, This dairy farm boAon-?^ to into 
prisoner camp* • Here they have about BOO oovs and 300-400 hectares of cultivar.-id 
arena. Eighteen km from Modvouhtea on the east bank is Kona tabor, a village- of 
about four houses f and hero is located the ?s chain! s brutive center of a few 
collective fart-a. Five Ion from IConetabor is Aranoto, u little village of about 
15 houses and the nearest place to the Urals* Russian goo log! cal expeditione 
usually stay here on route to tho Urals., Seven fcn from Aranets or, fchn west 
bank is Rcspublika* This ie the best crossing point &cro:;s the dehorn rivor« 
Care must be used along here to avoid the Byleya river, a lef t -in-ml; tributary,, 

It is very swampy and horses can't go through 5. to Konpublikn i« ra.poosed to 
have the .Tiohoet kolkhos in the area., 

About five km south Is located Dunilovka, a village of about 35 houaoa, and about 
five Ion southeast i;.:* locc.v/cd About 2.1 km from Koirj-iuna ia Kara llca, 

and 12 km from Karalka is Voya, with about 800 people, ail Ruaciui settlers* 

They were all exiled 'during the collectivisation period of 3.925-33* Most came 
from Voronezh and the Kuban region. They were not or! sonars, but worn centre lied 
by the MVD and their 'return to Russia was prohibited* Hoot v/erkod in a factory 
producing grindstones. The factory was a co-operative belonging tc* ths rayon 
executive committee, K&yspolkcrn* There was also a collective farm of about 
150 hectares of cultivated area with 200 cows and 40 nor res about G km ’.vent of 
Voya. Petroleum tost' wells were sunk in 1034, but no oil wan fouucU About 11 lan 
from Voya ia Sbplymskv, .■ This was a fueling station for v/oou-burnin/. river craft. 
About .13 km from Uoplyo.sk is Shc;hu>*ot\, About 25 houses ans hero. About 24 ten 
from Shchugor 3 along the Shchugor river, is located wicha-tUchovni 1 -:* This is a 
•on all fishing collective of about 10 hones, During the war people here refused 
to go to the army and ran away bo the Urals, whore they wero arrested. About 
25X1 70 km f** om Shchugor is-Yodahid-Ryrta* This is in the coal- mining territory* 
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Overland ' transportation in summer was very hard thi only nossiblo routes 
v;ore alon*; river bonks, since inland areas were av/arnoy* however, travel 
a?.on;>; the rivoro was herd because of many small tributaries which drained 
into the 1 nr cor rivers# These wero narrow and deep.! In the spring Hoods 
made the tribr.tur5.es into torrents# The only a a To nit ce to cross them was 
ut their mouths# Farther up., the channels arc narrow and deep, with steep 
vmlis.*. Son© times these little rivers wore only one,!* wo, or throe m deep* 
It was the steepness of the banks th*t made them hard to cross o 


Mostly tractors* Travel by horseback is possible, h;t it is difficult 
because the snow is t-c or three & deep and slushy* , 


Caterpillar* I j two American tractors which won* vory -obd.. [ (used 

them to clean the roads# They v/ero peno roily more durable than the Russian 
tractors o In 1943 the American tractors were token i;o Toys hot. At 
Khalsnaryu tractors v.*ev6 used almost exclusively for construction because 
snoii was a serious problem, too much for horses to cypo with* One tractor 
did about as much work as 100 horses. 
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A Up re used ho be on onisrgoncy landing field at Koiihiinj but there wc;ro no 
buildings juijc a x ie Id i Thoro v/ould be good placoo to land on the hi** 
collective larm never Shchugor^ arid on sonic oj v the other dairy forms , bo cause 
the ground already has boon cleared. 
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! Map otf Feohora-Vorlcuta Railroad,, 
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